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informed the P. M. O. that, unless transport was provided for such as were
totally unfit to walk, it would be impossible to resume the march the fol-
lowing day. The matter was placed before Colonel Sparks, who said
that footsore bearers could go in an empty waggon that was going to
Thring's Post, and thus we were able to undertake the journey to Thring's
Post on the 6th July. There, we were attached to Captain Pearson, who
treated us with every consideration. Transport that was provided for the
footsore bearers put us on our feet again, and we were able to respond
to the call of duty on the morning of the 8th. Orders were received on
Saturday evening that we should follow with our stretchers the guns that
were to leave for the Tugela Valley at 3 a.m. the following day. Com-
pared to the work done in the Umvoti Valley, our task was easy, and the
march could not have covered more than 16 miles. We returned to camp
the same day.
DOING THE IMPOSSIBLE
At 2-30 a.m. on the 10th, we had to proceed to the Otimati Valley
with the infantry, and though the work was very difficult, we had by tfyis
time become more or less seasoned. We had to take two days' rations
with us; the path lay through what would ordinarily be an inaccessible
valley. It was impossible for any ambulance to go down, and in part's^
we had to descend steep precipices. Troopers had to lead their horses,
and the route was so long that we never seemed to reach the bottom. How-
ever, at about 12 o'clock we finished the day's journey, with no Kaffirs
to fight, But an incident happened on the way down the valley which
was calculated to test our ability to do stretcher-bearing work. A Kaffir,
being a friendly boy, who was guiding a private of the D. L. L, was shot
by him, under the belief, it is said, that the Native was misleading him.
The Native was badly wounded, and required carrying, which was en-
trusted to us. Orders were given that we were to take-him the same day
to Mapumulo, and we were given four friendly Natives to help us, as also
to guide us. Three of them, however, as soon as the troops were out of
sight, deserted us, and the fourth, though he remained with us, declined
flatly to go with us to Mapumulo, as he feared that, without an escort,
we might be cut to pieces by the enemy. Fortunately, the troops were
yet within reach. The Sergeant-Major, therefore, reported the matter to
the proper officer, and fresh orders were given that the wounded Kaffir
should be taken the next day, and that in the meanwhile we should nurse
and feed him. The whole of the troops encamped for the night in the
valley, and the following day we resumed our march with our precious
charge, with orders to go to Mapumulo. We were given about 20 Kaffir
. levies to help us. They did so with much difficulty over part of the way,
and then, too, because Doctor Savage happened to be with us. The Natives
in our hands proved to be most unreliable and obstinate. Without cons-
tant attention, they would as soon have dropped the wounded man as
not, and they seemed to bestow no care on their suffering countryman.